EDITORIAL                                                            No. 46      MAY & JUNE 2003 
Deadlines.  They’re often a problem and although the final date for posting entries off to the Grand Western Canal photo competition is 30th April, you’ve not time to get an entry form!  You should be able to catch the Neighbourhood Watch evening on the 29th April (see next article) AND nip down to the Village Hall again two days later to register your vote in the local election on the 1st of May.  With regard to the latter, you may be interested to know the names of those people nominated to stand for election in our area.  For the newly-named Lower Culm Ward (which includes Willand), three people are to be elected for the post of District Councillor. The nominations are: 

         Matthew Peter Burgess, The Square, Uffculme,

                                   Edward Duncan Dennis, Damson Close, Willand,

                                   Arthur John Hall, Hedgerow Close, Crediton,

                                   Mary Jane Nation, George Hill, Crediton,

                                   Colin John Ward, Highland Terrace, Uffculme,

                                   Christine Ann Wheeler, Bramley Way, Ashill.

The statement as to persons nominated for election to Willand Parish Council says that ‘due to insufficient candidates standing, there will not be an election held in this parish’. There are 5 nominations for the 11 seats. 

The path of politicians is bestrewn by banana skins, sometimes on ice.
MID DEVON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Can I take this opportunity through your Magazine to introduce myself.   My name is Allison Evans and I am the newly appointed part-time Neighbourhood Watch Development Officer for Mid Devon, based at the Tiverton Police Station. My role is to offer support, advice and information to co-ordinators and scheme members. I have recently been attempting to contact co-ordinators via telephone to ask if N.W. signs are in good order.  If they are in need of replacement, please contact me on 01884 232722. If you would like to discuss any issues you have with your N.W. Scheme, I would be very pleased to hear from you. I hope collectively we can build a strong foundation and keep our communities working together.  

With this in mind, there will be a meeting at the Village Hall on Tuesday 29th April at 7.00pm to encourage Willand Neighbourhood Watch Schemes. Sergeant Dave Harvey, P.C.s Martin Gill and Malcolm Davies and I will be present with information on crime reduction and establishing a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in your street.  Refreshments will also be available, so please do try to come along.

Additionally,  the  Mid  Devon  Crime  Reduction  Team  & Julia Ryder, the 

watch Development Officer for Mid and East Devon would like to encourage a wider audience and expand the Community Messaging System to include more farm, rural and isolated dwellings in Mid Devon.  This would enable the police to contact you about a particular crime or issues relating to your area or pass on advice on the prevention of crime. The system will also encourage you to offer feedback to the police relating to those matters which come to your attention that you think we should be aware of.  If you would like further information or advice on this system, please contact Julia Ryder on 01395 226176.   Thank you,       Alison Evans 

A jury consists of twelve persons,

 chosen to decide who has the best lawyer.

ONLINE NATION CAMPAIGN.  

The Online Nation Campaign is a national initiative aimed at encouraging people to access the world of the Internet. The Campaign will run between May 12th and June 8th 2003. Devon County Council is supporting the national programme with a Devon-wide campaign.  As part of our campaign, we have engaged the use of a mobile internet café, The Shuttle, which contains ten laptop workstations, two with wheelchair access, for one week commencing 2nd June 2003. Trainers will also be on hand to provide either guided sessions, or individual support if the facility is used as a 'drop-in'. You can find out more about The Shuttle on www.orbit2k.com.  The facility could be open to all, or you may identify a particular group of people who would like to use it, for example, retired people or local community groups.  The shuttle will be available for one day per venue, either during the daytime, or afternoon/evening. 

If your parish would like to benefit from a Shuttle visit, please advise me by email, suebladon@eurobell.co.uk     As you will appreciate, availability of The Shuttle is restricted and a prompt reply would be appreciated.  We are also eager to promote local online facilities or events as part of our Devon wide campaign. This letter is being sent to parish clerks and parish magazine editors.  It may be appropriate to liaise with your local parish clerk before you reply. Thank you in anticipation of your interest and I look forward to hearing from you.    Yours sincerely              Sue Bladon Project Manager.

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS

Normally arrives annually to Post Offices, Libraries and other authorised people at the end of January.  Not any more, apparently, since a Mr Robinson up in Wakefield complained to the authorities that he didn’t wish his name and address to be available to anyone who wanted to look through a copy.  He eventually took them to court - and won. This has had a dramatic effect in electoral offices nation-wide it seems and if you need to have access to the latest version, you now have to go through a lengthy procedure before you are allowed anywhere near a copy, under supervision, in District Council offices.                                                                          Ed.

He who angers you, conquers you.

RESIDENT TRAINING

The training sessions held on April 1st at the revised road junction by the Esso Garage were very poorly attended.  Special emphasis had been placed on the use of the additional stretch of pavement which leads to a central reservation, making the need to ‘make a dash for it’, across the whole width of the road, a thing of the past.  Also, motorists, especially those in large double decked vehicles, are still apparently trying to treat the junction as a fork in the road, even if it means driving over kerbs and earthwork to do so.  Devon County Council and the Highways Department are considering adapting sets of the new ‘flashing road signs’, being installed in numerous locations in North Devon (and Broadclyst) for both pedestrian and vehicular guidance in the area. Miniaturised versions for pets, including moles, are anticipated and there were vocal objections to the possibility of installing a bridge over the lake that forms in front of the forecourt, or including it into a landscaped garden feature. As with all road junctions in Mid Devon, a vast array of new signs will be a prominent feature in due course. 

If you enter a minefield, you should not be surprised by explosions.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
The Group continues to build a rapidly expanding archive of historical sources for Willand history, as well as continuing with group and individual research.  Projects recently undertaken include transcription of the 1901 census, an investigation into the place-name meaning of Willand and the compilation of building profiles for some of its historic properties, particularly considering past ownership and occupancy.

Earlier this year, a visit was made to the ‘old Church Hall’, located in the Old Village. This small red brick building once served as the main village hall, where meetings, sales and village festivals were held.  In his ‘Supplement to the History of Willand’, (1986) John Tracey recalls one such occasion in the early twentieth century:  “I remember a Red Cross Sale held in the Village Hall in Dye House where a competition ‘guess the weight of the cake’ on a plate on the flat of the hand was going on.  The Venns were each asked to guess the weight and each in turn refused, saying it wouldn’t be fair, as they KNEW it was three pounds, four and a half ounces.  Half ounces were not acceptable so each chose the one above and below that, ‘just for the cause’ and a bit of a joke! On weigh-out, it proved exactly their estimate, to the half ounce.”

From the archive: An interesting advert from the Tiverton & District Commercial Directory from the years 1897-8 has recently come to the archive.  It advertises the Willand merchant Edgar Quant, who operated from Tiverton Junction.  Among the vast range of products he traded were coal, salt, brickyard material, agricultural seeds, meal, Pine’s Devonshire oils and American linseed and cotton cake.  Perhaps the most surprising item was Guano (seagull droppings used as a fertiliser), imported from Peru.  It shows how Willand had its place in the vast network of world trade long before the establishment of modern technologies and communications.

If you are interested in discovering more about the history of your village and becoming part of the Willand History Group, please call James Morrison on 01884 251202.

The first duty of love is to listen.

DEVON’S HERITAGE ON THE WEB

Details of more than 3500 engravings of Devon’s unique architecture and landscape are now available on the world wide web. ‘Etched in Devon’s Memory’ has taken the engravings of Devon and scanned them into a computer so they are available in digital form, thus ensuring the continued preservation of the illustrations and making them more accessible to the public. Castles, coastlines, churches, cathedrals and cottages are all covered in the illustrations listed in John Somers Cocks’s 1977 reference work, Devon topographical prints, 1660 – 1870; a catalogue and guide. The project website is   www.devon.gov.uk/library/locstudy/etched.html         D.C.C.

WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

The new 2003 summer season for tennis has just started, with Senior Club Nights being held on Monday evenings from 7.00pm onwards. Anyone who can play tennis is most welcome to come along and join in.  You can play three times as a guest before you have to pay a subscription. The annual subscription for an adult is £43.00.

We are holding an Adult Open Day on Saturday 10th May at 2.00pm.  Court

Sports are bringing new racquets to try out and our Club Coach, Steve Smith, will be there to help anyone who is interested in playing.  Members of the public are most welcome to come along for the afternoon, tea and biscuits will be served afterwards.

Junior Tennis – There may be a few places left on our coaching programme for children aged 8 to 18 years. This takes place on a Tuesday evening from 6.00pm and is taken by our Club Coach Steve Smith, Steve Vile and Sara Blackmore.  Anyone who is interested, please contact Rita Parish on 01884 820803 but please note that places are limited and could already be full by the time you read this. The cost for the year, which includes the use of the courts as well as coaching, is £30.00.  There is a membership for children up to the age of 18 to use the courts only and that is £16.00.  The courts can be hired from Mr. Morrison at Driftwood, Gables Road, Willand – his telephone number is 01884 32331.                                                Rita Parish

As scarce as truth is, the supply has always 

been in excess of the demand.

WILLAND PHARMACY

We opened twenty weeks ago. The addresses on the prescriptions show that at least someone from every road in Willand has obtained medicines from us.  Many of you have said how glad you are that Willand has it its own pharmacy.  Thank you very much for the encouragement you gave us.  

With regard to repeat prescriptions, arrangements with the Cullompton surgeries, Sampford Peverell and Tiverton surgeries are now complete. We can dispense any repeat prescription you tell them to send to us.  Thank you for your help in signing the Save our Pharmacy petition. It has been sent to the Minister of Health.                                                                  Joan Penny

Everyone lives by selling something.

WILLAND PRE-SCHOOL

We would like to thank Claire Davey for her hard work as Secretary. Claire has resigned as she is studying for her Diploma in Pre School Practice.  We wish her well in her studies.  Thanks to all who took part in our role reversal day and raised £38 for Comic Relief Red Nose Day – good fun was had by all with parents painting, playing with playdough and cooking, the children showing them what to do.   Everyone was very well behaved!

We held an Indoor Car Boot Sale in March, it was our first one and went extremely well with nearly £180 being raised. Thank you everyone who came along and supported us and to all the sellers and volunteers. We are planning another one for mid May, watch for the posters.

Thank you to all who supported our Easter Coffee Morning and Play – we managed to raise nearly £260.  Special thanks go to TDG, Stoford Transport, Mid Devon Motorcycles, Homeweb Estate Agents, Heathcote Factory (Tiverton), Killerton House (Broadclyst), Pecorama (Beer), Daewoo Cars of Exeter, Across the Board, Osborne Books and Traidcraft.  We would also like to thank Willand Folk Dance Club for their donation to us recently.

Our forthcoming events are a Family Treasure Hunt to be held mid May, Family BBQ on Saturday 7 June and a Cream Tea and Graduation Ceremony for children leaving to attend school in September to be held on Thursday 17 July – all welcome to attend.

Congratulations to Christine Osmond, who is celebrating 25 years working at the Pre School.  A gift was presented to her at the Easter Coffee Morning.  Thank you to everyone who made a donation towards this gift.  The staff and committee held a surprise party to celebrate and our thanks go to Safeway of Tiverton for supplying the food.

For those of you who would like to support the Pre School and who may or may not be moving home in the next 3 years then the prize draw donation by Homeweb  would be an ideal way of doing so. For a donation of just £5.00, all of which goes to the Pre-school, Homeweb have promised to sell the lucky winner’s home free of charge anytime over the next 3 years.  What's more, you can enter, win the prize and sell it on, there’s no restriction.

With house prices in the area now averaging £140,000, Homeweb's normal fee would be over £800 with VAT so for £5.00 that's quite a saving. But more importantly, you'll be supporting the Pre-school. Being a charity, they rely on the help of the local community to keep it's doors open so come on, it's only a fiver and it all goes to the Pre School.  just send a cheque for five pounds, made payable to Willand Pre School, to 'Willand Pre School, Gables Road, Willand', together with a piece of paper with your name, address and tel. number, which will be used to allocate you a ticket. the draw will take place on June 7th at the Family BBQ, Village Hall, Willand.

Thank you for your support.                                  Hilary Perrett, Secretary
LETTER TO THE ED.

What a devious crowd the Staff/Committee/Parents and friends of Willand Pre School have become.  Over the last 25 years of my association with the former playgroup/current Pre School  I thought I knew the above mentioned people quite well! Not so – it would appear that over the past few months they had plotted & schemed behind my back to organise a surprise party to mark the occasion of my 25-year association with the Pre School – they even had my husband in on the conspiracy. Hence, on Saturday 5th April, on the pretence of going for a drink with my neighbours, I was delivered to the Village Hall, where lo! & behold, I found the party. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all who helped organise and attend the function – which initially was overwhelming (as I was not well) but which I thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you, once again. Christine Osmond 
The Universe is full of magical things, patiently waiting 

for our wits to grow sharper.

ST. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH
It seems hard to write and ignore the war in Iraq: yet I think we struggle to digest so much reporting and opinion. Like you, my views are limited by what our leaders and editors choose to tell us. We can vote out politicians if we think they’ve got things wrong, but the man with the microphone can’t be evicted at the next election even if he distorts what he reports. Politicians can only back their judgement and wait for events to prove them right or wrong. We meanwhile have to trust those we elect in their use of power and wait on events. I don’t expect to know everything during a war – which makes me suspend judgement in part. 

Saddam Hussein made me think of the story of the Good Samaritan. There you had a victim of bullying and a man who was willing to go across the road to help. You also had two men who passed by on the other side. Given the fact that there are serious bullies governing certain countries, (Burma, Zambia and North Korea to name but three) it makes me ask this questions – ‘Can we pass by on the other side and ignore their victims, or are we duty bound to try and intervene and help? What’s the difference in those circumstances between marching for peace and passing by on the other side? Are the strong supposed to go to the aid of the weak?


Thinking locally now:- if anyone in the village has family members involved in the war, please let us know if you would like us to pray with you or for you.  In fact, a group meets in church every Wednesday morning at 10.30 am for prayer. (open to anyone who wants to come) If you’d like the prayers of the group for anyone or anything, call in on them as they start over a coffee, or drop a note in at the Rectory making your prayer request.

Now one or two events for your diary. On May 11th our new Archdeacon will preach at the 11 am Sunday morning service – do come and hear him. On May 29th we invite dads and lads or dads and daughters to join us for a day’s sea fishing out from Beer. Details from the Vicar. (32247). June 29th is our annual Strawberry Teas at the Gables. Games and Stalls from 2 followed by the teas. Christian Aid Week begins on May 11th when volunteers bring envelopes to your door. It’s not an appeal for you to Aid Christians, but to help church and other agencies world-wide to bring food and help of various sorts where the needs are desperate. They are specially trying to be in a position to help the people of Iraq during and after the conflict. Do please support our local volunteers when they call.

                                                                                                  Keith Horsfall

To heal other people, you often have to suffer yourself.

POSTPAKS
The Post Office sell assemble-yourself cardboard boxes, for use in the Royal Mail Parcel Service. The assembly instructions tell you to, “1. Lay the box flat before you”.  The instructions are now underneath.........

I have a strategy.  You’re not in it.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

On June 8th, we celebrate Pentecost, when we remember the power of the Holy Spirit being given to the apostles in Jerusalem and some people call this the birthday of the Church.  So we are inviting you to join us for Cream Teas on Saturday 7th June from 2.30pm in the Methodist Church gardens, with various stalls to visit as well. On Sunday 8th June, we are sharing in worship with all ages at 10.30am and again invite you to join us as we celebrate the continuing power of God given to us through the Holy Spirit today.  On Sunday 29th June we are celebrating another birthday – it is 300 years since the birth of John Wesley. And who’s he, some of you might ask!

In 1703, John Wesley was born into an Anglican family in Epworth, Lincs. He went to Oxford University where, with his brother Charles, he became part of a group who met regularly for Bible Study, prayer and Holy Communion – this earned them the nickname of ‘Methodists’.

He became a priest in the Church of England but in 1738, he had a spiritual experience in which he felt his heart ‘strangely warmed’ and believed that God had forgiven him through Jesus Christ and that he was saved from sin and death.  From then on, he preached that a Christian must trust in the forgiving love of God, a love that helps to make a difference to how you live your life. He preached anywhere, from church-yards, fields & market places and probably travelled about a ¼ million miles on horseback, preaching in such places as Cullompton – “I look on all the world as my parish”.

As the movement grew, with societies formed to continue meeting for prayer and bible study, he appointed helpers. Many became preachers –local preachers stayed in their homes, while others became itinerant preachers and later became ordained. Local preachers still lead worship today – I know, I’m one of them!  Although Wesley remained C of E, after his death, Methodism was allowed to become the separate denomination it is today.

On Sunday 28th June, in Cullompton CCA Field, we are holding an open-air Songs of Praise from 6.00pm, to celebrate Wesley’s birthday but get there early to get a good spot to stand! If you need more details, or would like to know more about the Methodist Church, give me a ring or speak to our Minister, Rev. Alan Taylor on 32679.                                    Marilyn Davies

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING & RECYCLING
The process has provided us with a significant quantity of compost in various grades of decomposition. Coarse grade is taken from the main container and is ideal for soil conditioning and mulch. We have been sieving the coarse grade to give a lighter form of compost and this is normally already bagged, but is limited to the number of empty bags available to us. On that subject, we would be extremely pleased if you could supply or return any bags you have but do not want (except those previously containing pesticide). We suggest that you bring them down on a Sunday so we can collect and store properly. The fine compost needed for seedlings, etc., will have to be further sieved by you if required. Please return any larger residues to us and we will return to the composting process.

Trailer collection can only be accepted by prior arrangement and is limited to the coarse grade. Arrangements can be made with staff on site. The cost is calculated by the equivalent number of bags the volume would fill. As with most schemes we must have revenue to survive, so we will be asking for £1 for every 80-litre bag (average). At 1.25p per litre - it is great value for money! The proceeds will be returned to the facility to maintain and improve our service and help the community.

Our group of volunteers is still small and would benefit from some more people helping in the process. We are open every Sunday from 10 to 12 (except Bank holidays) and share the load, so each of us only work once a month or less. We would welcome others to help both on site and in a secretarial role to assist the committee activity. Please contact either the writer (Tel: 820410) or come down to the scheme on any Sunday (except bank holidays) and talk to one of the volunteers.

Believe it or not, we all find it very satisfying helping the natural process of conversion of waste to usable compost. In the right conditions it will help us all to grow colourful flowers and great vegetables. So here's to happy composting and successful growing in 2003!                       Steve Betsworth

It is often easier to make objections than it is to get busy.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Last year we updated our microwave and I donated the old one to the Village Hall, as it was still in good working order.  It is a combination of an electric grill and microwave and has a metal shelf, which is safe to use in the microwave.  Someone has removed the shelf and I have not been able to locate it.  This is a great pity, as we can’t use the ‘browner’ without it. If anyone can tell me where it is, I will come and collect it, or they can return it to the oven, no questions asked.       Christine Chapman    01884 821294

Conscience is the chamber of justice.

WE ALL PULLED TOGETHER

Back in 1996, the youth of the village were bored. They had all attended church clubs, cubs or cadets but now that they were 14 years +, there was not a lot for them.  One day they planned & built a prototype skateboard ramp and with a plan showing the area required to site it and a practice basketball pitch, they discussed the idea with the Parish Council.  They volunteered to help with the work, if the P.C. could pay for the materials.

The project was financed from the Parish Precept and the boys set to work under the supervision of Rowland Steele and Steve Lehner. At the same time, the village Playgroup also had plans to rebuild their facilities. Parents had raised a considerable sum of money for the purpose and work began in organising contractors, etc. to get the facility in the right area, with parents actively involved. The primary school too, had plans which had been waiting to put into motion and after much pushing from teachers, parents and various councillors, five new classrooms had begun to be built.

Contractors started digging and the older children came up with the idea of using the earth to make a B.M.X. track, next to the skateboard ramp. Again, Rowland and Steve were very much involved. Ron Howe, of the Tiverton B.M.X. Club played a major part in the design and over numerous weekends, the men and boys worked to get the track, ramp and basketball sites up and running. When the school holidays came round, there was now much more for kids of all ages, including the under-eight’s with their soft play area.  All achieved by the people of Willand, including the children.

Details of all this activity were sent to the Playing Fields Association, it was published in the Village Green magazine and a prize was awarded to the boys, which was used towards the cost of the juniors quality play equipment. The lads involved with the initial idea successfully teamed up with others from Cullompton to campaign for a bigger ramp there – and got it. Now young men, they have recently been involved in negotiations for yet another in Tiverton, next to the swimming pool. Action speaks volumes!  Thank you to Steve & Rowland and everyone for your hard work.

                            Brenda Roberts-Shakespeare 01884 821519 CATYACS

If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends?

CULLOMPTON & TIVERTON YOUTH & CHILDREN’S SCHEME

We are at present going through the new screening process BUT this does not stop parents with children becoming involved with the summer celebrations.  Kid’s Clubs have been running for twenty years, so we need lots of children and their parents to become involved in this local project.

Cullompton used to have a carnival. HOW about going for a New Carnival for Festival week to celebrate Children’s Play? I am not one to talk and talk, we must DO IT. Life is for living, for Fun, so parents – can you help get this going?  We need lively imaginative parents. Those of you who make up costumes for the kids school book weeks or the school play.   I am aiming for the weekend of 28/29th June, 2003. Please get in touch, we NEED YOU.

I am hoping for bigger and bigger things this year but I do need to know that there are people out there who support all things good for children and the youth of the village.  Please let me know! The young, teenagers, parents – and any potential workers!  Are there any parents who remember the One Minute Noise Campaign in schools?  Any one want to organise another one?  A sponsored One Minute Noise to remind people of the need to listen to children.  This time the sponsorship will be to raise money for a local kid’s group. Does Willand want an After School Club?  We need a Start-Up fund.  

Anyone interested, please get in touch with Brenda Roberts-Shakespeare, Cullompton and Tiverton Youth & Children’s Scheme, 16 Somerville Park, Willand,  01884 821519 or bren.catyacs@amserve.com or Heather Holland on 01884 821796

To make a long story short, there’s nothing 

like having the boss walk in.

SPOOKY??

There are vast numbers of articles like this being sent around email systems but this one, if it’s true, is a bit different: 


Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846.  

John F Kennedy was elected to congress in 1946. 
Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. 
John F Kennedy was elected President in 1960. 
Both were particularly concerned with civil rights. 
Both their wives lost children whilst living in the White House. 
Both Presidents were shot on a Friday. 
Both Presidents were shot in the head. 
Lincoln's secretary was named Kennedy. 
Kennedy's secretary was named Lincoln. 
Both were assassinated by Southerners. 
Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808. 

Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 
John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839. 
Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. 
Both assassins were known by their three names. 
Both names are composed of fifteen letters. 
Lincoln was shot at the theatre named 'Ford'. 
Kennedy was shot in a car called a 'Lincoln', made by Ford. 
Booth and Oswald were both assassinated before their trials. 
A week before Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland. 
A week before Kennedy was shot, he was with Marilyn Monroe. 

X-File material?   Incidentally, our local Computer advertiser suggests that if you think the email you have just received is just the thing to pass on to a million other people, they suggest you send it as a ‘blind’ copy.  That way, you don’t pass on the email addresses of all your contacts to a potential creator of virus – and it saves half a forest of wasted paper.                  Ed.


When a thing has been done and done well, have no scruple. Take it and copy it.

UFFCULME SHOW, Magelake Meadow,  MAY BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 

The Uffculme Show (formally the Uffculme Sheep Show), after a gap of several years due to the old site flooding and then Foot and Mouth Disease, was held last year. The show went ahead without sheep being present and   it also rained. Despite this, a surplus was made and the Show is now financially secure and has a long-term future. Committee members will no longer have to delay expense claims hoping that money eventually comes in.

2002 was the first time we held the show at the Magelake Hall site, which has a large close cut field with a brick built building with bars, toilets and an indoor exhibit hall.  Rest assured that this year the layout of the field will be different.  There will be three separate rings for the Dog Shows and the car- boot sale will be exiled to the far corner beside the fairground.  We will have a programme and events will be taking place in the main ring all day.  The events will include a Hot Air Balloon taking off from the site and in addition to the Companion Dog Show (The Kennel Club used to call these Exemption Dog Shows), there will also be a Terrier Dog Show and a separate Lurcher Dog Show.  The site very rarely floods and the Hall has a licensed bar. Refreshments are available all day and Craft exhibits and fleece/sheepskin sales will take place indoors. There will also be a fairground, tractors and classic cars.

Rest assured that all profits from the show will be donated to local charities.  Our main charity is Exe Valley Rotary Club’s Charity Account.  Without the help of Exe Valley Rotary Club we would have great difficulty in holding any show at all.  Last year the show committee donated £135 to the Army Cadets, £100 to St John Ambulance and  £173 to local schools.  Apart from this, £500 has been retained by the Uffculme Show Committee and Exe Valley Rotary Club to ensure that Shows can take place in future years.

If you have any suggestions as to how to improve the show do not hesitate to contact me.  There is ample room in the field for more attractions and the main ring does not yet have a full programme.

We will be holding a draw again - the number of tickets sold by the cadets, local schools, Exe Valley Rotary Club and other groups was most satisfying  - and the proceeds were distributed amongst those groups. So don’t forget – Monday , May 5th 10.00am to 4.30pm, Magelake Meadow, Uffculme.

                       Mike Dodd, Chairman, Uffculme Show.  Telephone 01884 841453 
BUY 6, GET 400 FREE
We had 6 spotlight bulbs in our kitchen, 60 watts each, switched on for an average of 10 hours a day in a room which is not well served with windows. That’s 3 kilowatt hours per day = 20p.  As time passed, I found that the bulbs, at £1.00 each, lasted about 1000 hours, at a cost of £20.00 per year. You don’t have to be all that slick at arithmetic to reach a total of about £90.00 a year just to light the kitchen, nor a rocket scientist to realise that I was both being financially and environmentally irresponsible.  What to do?

I bought 6 old-style ‘compact fluorescent’ bulbs at a discounted price of £2.50 each. At 13 watts, they gave much the same illumination as the 60 watt spots but used 2.5 kwh less per day. That’s a saving of about 15p per day. Now, five years later, only one of the bulbs has failed, (recently) so there’s another £80.00 + saved.  The remaining five take a bit longer to reach full brightness. Don’t we all!

I’ll spare you the detailed number crunching; the bottom line is that we have already saved over £350.00 and the necessity of changing awkwardly placed bulbs over a hundred times.  More important than that, the environment has been spared the pollutants associated with 6000 kwh of electrical generation.

Of course, we still need more and better wind and other renewable, generators; you would have to be crazy to oppose them as Saddam puts a match to a third of the world’s viable oil resources and North Sea gas declines from a gale to a breeze. But there is somewhere in every house where a saving in energy can be made and you can see the benefit in the form of cash.  It’s a bit like stopping smoking and saving the money in a jar. Very satisfing.                                                                       James Philbrick

Admitting we were wrong is a modest way 

of showing we have grown wiser.

LADIES CAMEO GROUP

Our 2003 programme has started well.  We enjoyed a return visit of Mr D. Eckless, who spoke on the subject of ‘Dolls Houses’, which originated centuries ago as ‘Baby Houses’, commissioned by wealthy men to be models of their own grand homes.  He brought a model of the famous ‘House That Moved’ in Exeter, which he had made and items of furniture, clothing, etc, made by his wife, all to the same 1:12 scale.    And Mrs Channon, also a return visit, spoke on ‘Heirlooms of the Future’ and brought with her mementoes of her wide travels, usually made by native craftsmen and each with its individual story to be told.

Now that we are only one short of  our ‘full house’ of 50 members, our erstwhile Finger Buffet refreshments have given place to tea or coffee and biscuits, for otherwise the valuable Social Time where the mingling and meeting occurs (for which we were named) gets squeezed out.  The fine weather has encouraged the Walking Group to take to the hills and byways on three Saturday afternoons and each outing has culminated in the customary cream tea as a reward for their efforts.  The Dining Group met for the first time this year at the Merriemeade recently and the Art Group, CAMEO Singles and the Craft Group continue to meet on a regular basis.

As foretold in the last magazine, the patchwork quilt made by the ladies of the Craft Group for FORCE figured in their Annual Draw in Exeter in March and just over £700 was raised from the sale of tickets.  Our Coffee Morning in the Village Hall on March 8th raised £263, also for FORCE, bringing the total to almost £1000.  Full marks to the Craft Group!!!  Our sincere thanks to all who contributed to the success of the occasion.

Now, a date for your diary.  On September 6th, CAMEO and Willand Art Group are joining forces to hold an Art and Crafts Exhibition in the Village Hall from 2.00pm, this time to raise money for the League of Friends of Tiverton Hospital, to help provide extra equipment and comforts for the patients.  Paintings will be available to buy and the CAMEO craft ladies are busy making items to sell. Do come - you may find some early Christmas gifts.  There will be the usual stalls - books, cakes, tombola, bric-a-brac and a draw.  Cream teas will be available and we hope lots of you will come to help support our local hospital, which will benefit all of us in Mid Devon. Next month we shall have Mr & Mrs Fenson talking about their meeting on the TV programme ‘Blind Date’, which is also the title of their address.

Mary Williams

Platonic love is love from the neck up.

UFFCULME FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
Following the success of last years Golden Jubilee concerts, we have formed the above committee to organise an annual festival. This year we are holding two outdoor concerts to be held at Magelake Meadow on Friday 20th & Saturday 21st June. On the Friday, the ever popular ‘A Js Big Band’ are performing. Gates open at 6.00pm & the concert starts at 8.00pm. On Saturday local groups ‘Phoenix’ & ‘Soul Traders’ are with us.  Gates open at 6.00pm & the concert starts at 7.30pm.  Ticket prices are the same for both nights & are as follows:      Prior        On the Gate                Both nights
                      Adults                     £6                     £7                           £10
                      Family (2x2)         £17                   £20                                £30
                      Concessions           £3                     £4                                  £5 
Tickets will be available shortly from Uffculme Post Office or the BOX  OFFICE hotline 07976827762 or e-mail colinward26@aol.com for more information.                               Colin Ward Uffculme Festival Committee 

Here is the test to find whether your mission 

on earth is finished: if you’re alive, it isn’t.

CULM VALLEY SWIMMING POOL CAMPAIGN
For many years the people of Cullompton have been trying to raise funds for a swimming pool. In February 2002 a new fund raising committee was formed to raise awareness and funds for a pool.  There is already a designated site on the Town Plan beside the Culm Valley Sports Centre in Cullompton. Mid Devon District Council have written £10,000 into their budget to fund a feasibility study on the question of a pool for Cullompton.  This means that at some point in the future there will be a questionnaire to fill out.  We must make sure that as many as possible are returned to register our desire for a pool.

To enable us to attract funding from the various sources available you have to prove that the community wants a pool. The only way to do this is by raising money within the local community. Since the new committee was formed we have raised over £3500 to the end of November 2002. We try to organise events that are fun and that people will want to attend. We had a very successful Burns Night in January at the Verbeer Manor, Willand. Last year we held regular Car Boot Sales at Padbrook Park on a Sunday. These will start again on the fourth Sunday of each month, beginning with Sunday 27th April. We also held a series of Quiz Nights with teams of 4 competing  over three consecutive months, which proved great fun and very popular. One of our most successful fundraisers is the regular Line Dancing Disco’s held at The Royal British Legion Club in Cullompton.  Admission is only £4, and there is a bar available. The next one is planned for 10th May.  No experience is necessary, as it is possible to ‘pick it up’ if you try, but it is a great fun evening just sitting and watching!  Doors open at 7.30pm and the evening ends around 11.00pm. Why not give it a go?

By the time you read this Daniel Tiley, a local boy living in London, will have run the London Marathon on behalf of the Culm Valley Swimming Pool Campaign. We will be holding a Summer Disco and buffet at Padbrook Park in conjunction with Cullompton Festival Week on Friday 4th July. Please look out for the posters advertising events and support us if you can.

I would also like to thank everyone who has helped, donated, attended all the events we held last year, we couldn’t have done it without you. If you would like to help at any of our events, or become a committee member please get in touch.    Jane Tiley,  Promotions Officer, 01884 33911/38382

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME

Quiz Evening Our recent quiz evening was well attended and great fun was had by all.  Several topics were covered including material from Oscar-winning films through the contents of a sweet-shop and a tour of the south west peninsula, plus of course the ever popular numbers game and ‘in-between-round dingbats’. The winners called themselves the Bursitis Sufferers, which seemed appropriate for a Tennis Club group and close on their heels as runners up was a group from the Mill Archivists.  A ploughman’s supper was a welcome half-time break and the evening was rounded off with our usual draw.

Annual General Meeting  This was held on 26th March and attended by a bumper crowd of over 60 people.  Reports and Reviews from the Friends, the Trustees and the Management were very interesting and informative.  The Friends’ Chairman reported on a very active and successful year with the fund raising events being well supported and enjoyable.  Other good news coming from the Manager was that commencement of the work for the water wheel restoration would soon materialise.

Steam  To add to the list of Steam Days reported last time is a Special Request Steam, to be held on Friday 20th June (with maybe some steam cars on show!) and the boiler will be kept going to enable steam on Sunday 22nd June as an ‘extra’ (please note – NOT Saturday 21st June).  Another additional weekend date is Saturday & Sunday 26th & 27th July, to catch the early school holiday visitors. 

Boot Sales  Boot Sale No. 2 will be on Friday 16th May from 4.00pm  £3 per car - £4 per van/car with trailer.  Refreshments will be available as usual. The date for Boot No. 3 is Friday 20th June.  Same details and of course held in the Mill Car Park. 

Coach Trip   At the AGM it was proposed that a trip to Berkeley Castle in 

Gloucestershire, to include a visit to the Slimbridge Wildlife Gardens would be enjoyable.  Once again, Bill and Lily Douglas have kindly offered to organise same.  The cost will probably be around £12 - £13.  There will be a board in the Mill Shop for booking and Bill says ‘cash with order, please’.  The date will probably be a Monday in mid July.  If you are interested, please ‘phone our Chairman, Mrs Sprague on 01884 840359 after 1st June, by which time we should have full details.

Advance Notice  This year’s Country Fair will once again be held at Bridwell Park on Sunday 31st August – 10.00am to 6.00pm. Make a note!!

Don’t forget that you can visit the Mill Shop and Restaurant at any time, i.e. for morning coffee, lunch or afternoon cream tea!  You don’t have to buy a tour ticket to do so.  It is all looking especially beautiful in and around the Mill gardens at the moment, so don’t miss it.                      Margot Shergold

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Our first meeting of the year was very lively and attracted a number of members, old and new. Amongst the discussions were the Annual Flower Show on 9th August, suggestions for club outings and the forthcoming coffee morning. As well as our annual whole day outing, we are hoping to plan some shorter afternoon and evening visits to local gardens. Our speaker was Laura Stannard, a medical herbalist, who showed slides and talked about the medical benefits of many common plants we can find growing in our gardens. One thing all of us will remember is that a bruised cabbage leaf wrapped around a swollen joint will help alleviate the pain and swelling!

Our coffee morning on 15th March brought in some much needed funds to help with our Annual Show, and we will be holding a Plant Sale and coffee morning in the Village Hall on 24th May, so come along and stock up with plants for the summer. Our April talk is on Chrysanthemums and we will be hearing about gardens in Scotland and Ireland on 14th May.

Membership is only £2.50 per person per year and visitors are welcome to attend meetings at 50p a visit (deducted from membership fee if you wish to join later). For further details, please contact Mrs Allan on 33828.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Willis’s first Whist Drive for the Village Hall went off very well. It was good to see our regulars back again, as well as some new faces. Mrs Willis and her husband worked very hard to make it a success and we would like to thank them and their helpers in the kitchen, Mrs Hebdon and Mrs Leonard. The next Whist Drive is on Friday, 25th April at 7.30 in the Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to come along. 

Thank you also to all who came to our coffee morning on 5th April. We do appreciate the support of those who come along to our fundraising events, as they help to subsidise the hire charges. We have still not managed to employ a caretaker, but Mrs Margaret Howe is now coming in at the beginning of the week to do some cleaning for us, which has taken some of the work away from the volunteers. We hope that she will be happy working with us.

The main Hall will be decorated at the beginning of the summer holidays. This is the time when we have the smallest number of bookings, so there will be minimum disruption to our users. However, because we are having the ceiling done, the decorators have to erect a large scaffolding tower. This will have to remain up for 4 – 5 days, so the Hall will not be able to be used during this time. Mr Wills will notify you if you have a relevant booking, so that you can change the date if necessary.

I would like to remind people that the Village Hall Car Park is NOT a public car park, neither is there a public right of way through it. It belongs to the Hall and is maintained by the Hall Committee. If unauthorised cars are left in the car park when there are no bookings in the Hall, the gates may be locked overnight and not reopened until the next booking, so please be warned.

We have been troubled by minor thefts from the Hall lately – a microwave shelf and kettle lead have both gone missing. I am sure they cannot really be of use to anyone else so; if you are the guilty person(s) please return them. We have been asked why we do not keep cutlery, but we cannot afford to keep replacing it all the time.

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in the annexe on Monday, 19th May at 7.25. Everyone is welcome to attend.  The AGM is a time when representatives are elected to the committee, a review is given of the last year’s activities and the accounts presented. Anyone present can have his / her say about how the Hall is run. We hope that a number of you will come along.  A few reminders about bookings, which should be made through Tony Wills on 34782. You are allowed up to an hour preparation time before a booking, if there is not another booking just beforehand. However, if you need clearing up time, you must book this on the form, especially if you have a disco or bar. For these sort of events, about an hour is usually needed for the bar to clear away, so you will need to book until 11.30 if your event is advertised at ending at 10.30. It is important that you do this, as it saves the person locking up coming too early and having to wait around. Also, it is a condition of having a bar that the licensee has to be approved by the Village Hall Committee beforehand. As the committee meets on the fourth Monday of each month, you will need to make sure that your application is received in plenty of time. The Hall is a designated non – smoking area, so please respect this.  Each booking form is accompanied by the rules governing the use of the Hall, so please make sure you read and understand them. If you have any queries, please contact Tony or me, Mrs Allan, on 33828.

Everyone is kneaded out of the same dough but not baked in the same oven.

JOHN SPEARING

The withdrawal of the name of John Spearing from the list of candidates for the Parish Council ends a long period of service to his home village of Willand.  Born in the late 1920’s in Park Street, John is a well-known and well respected member of the local community and the continuous stream of enquiries after his recent serious operation by a large number of people clearly showed the affection in which he is held.  A member for twenty-three years, as Chairman for six, John and the Council have seen enormous changes in the village. Large private estates have been developed over recent years, which has meant attention to detail at the planning stages requiring many hours of careful study to ensure that the old and the new harmonised. One of the features of his chairmanship was his willingness to avoid bureaucratic delay by undertaking any required work personally but rarely speaking about it – or any expense involved.

After trade training at Bramber Engineering, John followed his father into the family business at Willand Garage.  Here again he led by example, being the one to attend accidents and breakdowns on the A38 and M5 at unearthly hours of the night and often the one in demand at the garage, although being surrounded by trained staff.  Now he sees his name floating around the district on the fleet of coaches that serve the area.  Another activity for which John is well known is as a long-serving member of Willand Rovers AFC. Playing first as a teenager, he eventually appeared in a local cup final at the age of forty-one!   He also represented Devon as an amateur. Latterly, he has acted as both Chairman and President of the club.  His playing days were interrupted by war service. To the anxiety of his parents and sisters, he was an under-age volunteer and found himself driving tanks with the 79th Armoured Division, taking part in he liberation of Belgium, to which he returns for visits and reunions.   John was for some years the Chairman of the very popular Uffculme Men’s Club and an enthusiastic member of its snooker team, also contributing generously to the fruit machines which were the key to the Club’s prosperity.  Another side of his nature is found in his regular support of St. Mary’s Church, both as a parishioner and also supplying transport for its youth activities.  Yet another passion is horse racing.  John soon found that owning even only part of a horse gave him and the regular gang of race-goers whom he happily drove to many venues, various advantages on the course. Until one knew him better, it was easy to be lured into unwise investments in the ‘sure tips’ which he acquired.  More recently he has become a keen Bridge player but the gambling habit has not vanished and nothing pleases him better than to pick up your money after a few rounds of cards in the afternoon or evening.  Never short of an amusing anecdote and with knowledge of almost every family for miles around, John is both a delightful companion and a thoughtful friend, which one hopes will long continue, even if his council commitment has to end.             A Friend.

GORDON VEARNCOMBE

I have only known him for some 8 years but in that time he has been a stalwart supporter of not just the Parish Council but also a host of related projects. Having joined the council, we wanted volunteers to sit on the Willand United Charities Trust.  On that occasion, Gordon didn’t step back quick enough and was duly elected.  Some eight years on, he has served in that post with dedication and distinction. Along came a scheme to have our own Composting operation in the village and Gordon, along with a few other hard-working colleagues worked without recognition and against some opposition to bring that dream into a reality.  The workforce dwindled but due to some extra special efforts, much of it as a result of Gordon’s ‘hands on’ approach at weekends, the project is on a much firmer footing.

In addition, as Vice Chairman of the Council, he has had other duties. One was as a Trustee of the Pre School and when we were short of a Planning Committee Chairman, again it was he who bridged the gap.  All of this after giving up his dedicated work in the field of cinema due to ill health, at a time when the majority of his peers at the same period in their life had retired and put their feet up.  It is also worthy of note that despite other important aspects, Gordon always had the full support of his loving wife Peggy, which was critical in order to ensure his substantial Tea Bag supply – good tea, too!!

In my role as a district councillor he has acted as my right hand man and indeed my agent. His advice and patience over the years has been enormous. Gordon, on behalf of the Village, a universal chorus of Well Done and Thank You “my good and faithful servant” and all good wishes to you and Peg for a long and well deserved retirement together.                Eddie Dennis

Some people speak from experience;

Others, from experience, don’t speak.

TIP FOR THE FUTURE

There was a well-known restaurant in London’s West End that prided itself in its olde-world charm.  The food was English in a kind of encouragingly Dickensian way. Steak pies, fish pies, and toad in the hole were followed by heavy British puddings probably first recorded by Mrs Beeton in her 19th century cookbook.  There was another thing that was old fashioned about the place that came to light only after a few questions.  I asked the waiter on one  occasion  if  they  got the 12.5 per cent that was added onto the bill.  He 

declined to answer.   I  then  asked another of the waiting staff.  She said no.

I said that I was going to remove the per cent charge and leave the money in cash for a tip.  I was pleaded with not to do or say anything, as it might mean that they would lose their job.  Everyone working was either a student or a traveller from Australia or Europe.  The money may have been dreadful but it was better than nothing.

It seems that it is not untypical for management to take the tip or service charge that was intended for the waiting staff. Many restaurants do it and it is a practice reluctantly agreed to by those working in the catering industry. The British have never been renowned as being the best of tippers, so the service charge has always been presented as us paying for the service we get. But what if the money goes to the company who own the restaurant to pay for the wages of the staff?  Is that not unfair – or downright dishonest?  

Restaurant life is a strange world. If you work in a restaurant you are often seen as part of a very old-fashioned hierarchy.  The lowest of the low must be a dishwasher or kitchen porter. Waiters are above the lowly portering staff. Above that, all the way to the patron, there are graded positions that many below aspire to – not unlike life itself.  Yet the more you look into the life of the kitchen and the restaurant, the more complications you find.  Waiting staff are not always the worse off. Chefs and porters often work in appalling conditions. And managers themselves often work long hours.  The closer you look at restaurants, the more they begin to appear like a daily re-running of the class struggle, circa the 1930’s.

Good food? Good service? Good practice? Whichever, make sure you check that bill, to see that your tip does go to the person it was intended for.

                        An edited article by A. John Bird in the Big Issue, No 530.

Good resolutions are like babies crying in church, 

they should be carried out immediately.

UFFCULME SCHOOL REUNION

Once again, it is our great pleasure to invite past pupils to this year’s reunion, which will take place at the school on Saturday 21st June at 7.30pm. In response to many requests, we have changed the day of the reunion from a Friday to a Saturday and we hope that this will be help to people who live further away.

This is a general reunion for ALL years from 1954 to the present day and we look forward to welcoming more people than ever this year. Tickets, which cost £5.00 each, are available from Esther Hagelstein, at 4 Commercial Road, Uffculme, Devon, telephone 01884 840194.  Drop her a line or give a ring & send her a cheque (made out to Mrs E. Hagelstein) as soon as possible – we would be delighted to see you again.         Adrienne Pannifer

A footnote – one of the posted invitation slips was forwarded to an ex-pupil whilst serving in the Gulf. Hopefully he will now be able to attend!   Ed.

Copy from one, it’s plagiarism; copy from two it’s research.

AND FINALLY

We have another full Willand Magazine – but you have to admit that there’s a considerable amount of input to it from sources and activities outside of the village. I’ve no problem with that – but I’m sure there is a lot more happening in our parish than discussed in these pages.                              Ed.

WILLAND DIARY
May

Thursday     1st      Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                      10.00am

      “            1st     Local Council Elections,    W.V.H.

      “            1st     CAMEO                              W.V.H.                         7.15pm

Friday          2nd   Cullompton Comm Coll. Bingo,  C.C.C.,                 7.30pm

Saturday      3rd    CANCER RESEARCH Coffee Morning, W.V.H. 10.15am

Monday       5th    Uffculme Show, Magelake Meadow                      10.00am

Tuesday       6th    Willand Rovers Bingo,       W.V.H.                         7.30pm                      

Thursday     8th    Willand Over 60’s Club      W.V.H.                         2.15pm

Saturday     10th   Willand Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning, W.V.H.

      “            10th   Tennis Club Open Day                                             2.00pm

      “            10th   Line Dancing Disco,   R.B.L., Cullompton              7.30pm

Sunday        11th   Christian Aid Week begins.

Monday      12th   Culm District Flowers Club,                      W.V.H.  2.15pm

Tuesday      13th   British Legion Bingo           W.V.H.                        7.30pm

Wednesday 14th   Garden Club, Gardens of Scotland & Ireland WVH7.30pm

Monday       19th   Willand Village Hall Annual General Meeting       7.25pm

Tuesday      20th   Willand Rovers Bingo,        W.V.H.                        7.30pm

Saturday     24th   Garden Club Plant Sale,       W.V.H.                      10.15am

Tuesday      27th   Blood Donors, Afternoon & Evening,       W.V.H.

Thursday    29th    Sea fishing from Beer

Friday         30th   Village Hall Whist Drive                           W.V.H., 7.30pm

Saturday     31st    Village Hall Coffee Morning,                   W.V.H.,10.15am
June

Tuesday       3rd   Willand Rovers Bingo,          W.V.H.,                      7.30pm

Thursday     5th    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                         10.00am

       “            5th   CAMEO                               W.V.H.                         7.15pm

Friday          6th    Cullompton Comm. Coll. Bingo,  C.C.C.,               7.30pm

Saturday      7th    Methodist Church Cream Teas + Various Stalls      2.30pm

      “            7th     Pre School Family Barbecue                                          

Tuesday      10th   British Legion Bingo,          W.V.H.,                       7.30pm

Thursday    12th   Willand Over 60’s Club       W.V.H.                        2.15pm

Saturday     21st   Uffculme School Reunion, Uffculme School,          7.30pm

Friday         27th   Village Hall Whist drive,     W.V.H.,                       7.30pm

Sunday       29th    Strawberry Tea at The Gables                                  2.00pm

July

Tuesday       1st    Willand Rovers Bingo,        W.V.H.,                        7.30pm

Thursday     3rd    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                         10.00am

